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NEMC orders
steel firmto
halt operations

By Ludger Kasumuni
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'[I-LHE National Environmental
Management Council (NEMC)
yesterday suspended
operations at Dar es Salaam’s
Metro Steel Mills Ltd due to
environmental pollution,
~ NEMOC issued the directive
under the’ newly enacted
Environmental Protection Law.

NEMC Director General Dr
Magnus Ngoile told the media
that Metro Steel Mills was
required to fully comply with
the order effective from noon
yesterday.

“We have tried to advise
Metro Steel Mills Ltd to use
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Dr Magnus Ngoile

alternative machinery that
would reduce the heavy
emission of carbon monoxide
into the  surrounding
environment and thus reduce
air pollution, but they have
failed to heed the call,” he said.

He said owners of the
factory had decided to operate
the plant at night following
NEMC’s advisory notice,
causing pollution that had
affected people living near the
factory.

“We have made this
decision after receiving
complaints that the factory has
been operating at night. Our
decision has the blessings of
the minister in the Vice-
President’s Office responsible
for environment,” Dr Ngoile
said.

He added that they would
take the company to court if it
did not comply with the order.

Answering questions from
reporters, DrNgoile said Metro
Steel Mills Ltd was the first
polluter to be dealt with under
the new environmental
legislation whose Bill was
passed by Parliament last year
and signed into law by the
President earlier this year.

Asked whether complaints
against other offenders will be
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